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Bronzeville is an African American community in Chicago whose residents mostly arrived during The Great Migration from 1890-1950. Blacks came to Chicago continuously as a result of racism in the South, lack of equal opportunity, and the desire for education and employment. During the Great Migration, the largest number of African Americans in Chicago settled between 18th street on the North and 51st Street on the South - State Street on the West and Cottage Grove on the East. A few addresses included in the current Society publications fall outside the area and the era.
The Bronzeville /Black Chicagoan Historical Society was founded in 1999 by a small group of enthusiastic Bronzeville history researchers. It was chartered as an Illinois educational and historical preservation organization May 23, 2002. The Society received not-for-profit 501 c 3 status in August 2003.
The Bronzeville/ Black Chicagoan Historical Society is operated as a voluntary, open membership community group formed to provide information, education and participation in the preservation of the history and heritage of Blacks who live or have lived in Chicago.
The Bronzeville/ Black Chicagoan Historical Society was organized due to the overwhelming concern of diminishing historical sites in African American communities, pride in the cultural diversities of Blacks in Chicago and the limited historical resources immediately available to children in classrooms on African Americans who helped shape the City of Chicago and America.
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OUR MISSION:
To preserve, protect, collect and perpetuate the records of African Americans who live or have lived in Chicago.
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]
• To recognize the contributions of African Americans who participated in the establishment of Chicago and the surrounding areas.

• To stimulate interest in the history of Chicago and black history research.

• To support the preservation of cemeteries, historically significant places and interpret notable sites, black cultural expression, music and the arts

• To manage and digitize documents, photographs, materials,

• To document black cultural handicraft skills and stimulate interest in research

• To provide a forums to exchange research methods and ideas.

• To establish a database for locating family members throughout the city, state, nation and the world.

• To identify people and events relative to black history in Chicago and create curriculum on black notables of Chicagoland.

• To offer programs which members can obtain knowledge and "how-to" information on researching family and community history and exploring natural assets thru conservation projects, birding, gardening, and recreation.
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MEETINGS
Monthly meetings are now held every other month, April through August. and at request of President.
Call (312) 428-8033 for details.
The meetings are free and open to the public. Programs and meetings present many subjects by experts in their field of research and are followed by a stimulating "Question and Answer" session. Participants have opportunity to exchange new information and share ideas and information with others. The Vivian Harsh Research Collection has one of the finest collections of African American and historical material in the Midwest. Participants can also combine a Bronzeville / Black Chicagoan Historical Society (B/BCHS) meeting with a research trip to the Harsh library. The Vivian Harsh Research Collection, located at 95th & Halsted Streets in Chicago has free parking available.
 T HE B RONZEVILLE H istorical LIBRARY
*Opening September 2019

The Bronzeville / Black Chicagoan Historical Society will maintain a small library for the use scholars, family history researchers and the public. The library will contain family histories, general reference books, Chicago area research books, family charts, and exchange quarterlies of other genealogical societies. The finding aids are available on the website. In December 2019, The Bronzeville Banner, the Society's Newsletter will become a quarterly publication. Publications will be available at table events and meetings. 
P IONEER C ERTIFICATES
African Americans descendants of early residents of Chicago or Cook County can apply for Pioneer Certificates. If you have any Chicago or Cook County ancestors who arrived in the area prior to the Chicago Fire of October 8, 1871, you are eligible. Pullman Porter Certificates and Provident Hospital Certificates are available. These special certificates are for the descendants of Pullman Porters; for those born at Provident Hospital (1891 - 1970); and for descendants of early (1891-1970) employees and medical staff of Provident Hospital.
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